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had he himself not seen a very short time
before.
When Henry VIII had himself been working
against the Lutherans in favour of the Papal
office, and saying that the Papacy was of Divine
institution. Sir Thomas More had been of the
opinion that it was not so. He had decided, from
his reading up to that point, that the Papacy
was no more than an historical development,
bound up no doubt with the structure of the
Church, but of human origin, as is the most
of ecclesiastical organization. A hundred years
before he would have been essentially by tempera-
ment one of those naturally supporting the
authority of the great Councils and thinking
them superior to Rome. Yet it was for that very
point, which he had himself doubted, that he
consented to die.
Observe the circumstances of that death, and
see how strange they were compared with what
might be called, with due respect, the general
run of martyrdoms.
The King had determined to get his true
marriage declared null, to make Anne Boleyn
his queen, and to make Anne Boleyn's child his
heir. Sir Thomas More did not protest when
he saw that the royal policy was drifting more
and more away from unity with the Holy See;
he resigned his office, but he did so without